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thought it worth while to study any of my books ; I can guess, from a hundred and one little signs, that they have not even an elementary acquaintance with the subject-matter of those books. As for my ZaratJvu&tra, who among niy friends sees anything more in it than an unpardonable (but, fortunately, quite ineffectual) arrogance ? "
After the appearance of The Genealogy of Morals, which, like his other books, had met with nothing but indifference or misunderstanding, he had already written me a letter severely denouncing his friends, a letter which, as I told him in my answer, made me feel very sad. But in Paraguay it was always nearly three months before one could get a reply to any letter one had sent to Germany. In March, 1888, he wrote to me explaining why his denunciations of his friends had been so severe. This explanatory letter, however, pained me even more than the first; even to-day 1 cannot read it without tears.
" This time I must write my poor Lama a really nice, kind letter, after having shocked her so last time, or rather the time before last. I must admit, though, that things are going very badly with me this year, and if you were close at hand you would make allowance for the cry of agony in my last letter. At times I have no control over myself whatever; I am almost a prey to the most gloomy resolutions. Am I growing bilious, by any chance ? Year in, year out I have had to swallow so many unpleasant things, and when I look back, I try in vain to find so much as one pleasant experience. All this has resulted in a sensitiveness that is pitiful and altogether ridiculous ; so that everything that reaches me from outside makes me ill, and the tiniest molehill becomes a mountain. Day and night I feel an unbearable sense of strain, caused by the task that lies before me and the highly unfavourable conditions under which I have to carry out that task; that is where the shoe pinches, at any rate. The feeling of being alone, the lack of love, the universal ingratitude and even insolence to which I have to submit. . . . But I don't want to go on further in this tone. On the credit side of the account you must set this : that your brother is a